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From News USA

Do you know how well your
auto insurance policy would
cover you, your vehicle or a
third party if you were
involved in an accident? Are
you carrying enough or even
too much coverage? According
to a survey done by the
Progressive group of insurance
companies, most consumers
don't take time to regularly
review their auto insurance
policy to be certain that it still
reflects their needs. Having a
better understanding of some
basic auto insurance principles
and terms could help you be
certain you're protected - and
could even save you money.

Auto insurance is complicat-
ed. Here are five things you
should know.

1. Types of coverage. There
are two general "types" of cov-
erage available to you. One,
generally referred to as first-
party coverages, protects you
and your vehicle. First-party
coverages include comprehen-
sive, collision and primary
medical, including medical pay-
ments and, in some states,
Personal Injury Protection
(PIP). The second type, called
third-party coverages, protects
those to whom you might cause
injury. Third-party coverages
provide protection for bodily
injury and property damage
you cause to others.

2. Use your deductible to
save money. If you purchase
comprehensive and collision
coverage, you'll be asked to
select a "deductible" amount,
that is, the amount you'll pay on
a claim before the insurance
company begins paying. When
selecting your deductible level,
consider how much you could
afford in the event of a crash.
Most people select $500
deductibles because a higher
deductible helps to keep the
overall cost of auto insurance
down. According to the
Insurance Information
Institute, increasing your
deductible from $250 to $500 can
save you up to 20 percent on
comprehensive and collision
coverage.

3. Make sure your policy
reflects your needs. Have you
recently married, divorced,
moved, or have a teenage son or
daughter who is now driving?
Speak with your independent
agent or insurance company to
be sure that the coverage you
purchased still reflects your
needs.

4. Prices vary. Auto insur-
ance rates are based on each
company's expected cost of
doing business, which includes
the cost of paying claims. The
claims data used by each com-
pany generally includes the
number of accidents and the
cost of those accidents. And,
the claims data used varies
from company to company,
which leads to a large spread in
rates available to the same con-
sumer for comparable cover-
ages. In fact, in a study of rates
provided to more than 100,000
consumers, Progressive found
that the average difference in
premium based on a six-month
policy for the same driver with

comparable coverages was
nearly $600 from company to
company.

5. Go online. A wealth of
information is available on the
Internet at sites like www.pro-
gressive.com.

From News USA

Wearing sandals in the
snow is not appropriate.
Running shoes for a formal
occasion would be very out
of place. Just as proper
footwear is important to your
comfort and correct body align-
ment, appropriate tires are
vital to the overall perfor-
mance and handling of your
vehicle.

An inappropriate tire pro-
vides little benefit to the vehi-
cle it supports. A sporty sedan
offers little excitement if not
supported by properly
designed and fitted tires. It
makes no sense if you are
seeking optimum performance
to purchase inexpensive tires,
just as it makes little sense to
wear the wrong size shoes.

When choosing tires, just
like shoes, look for the proper
fit. Understanding tire mark-
ings can help you select the
right tire for the right job. With
the current popularity of light
trucks and sport-utility vehi-
cles, tire manufacturers have

worked diligently to offer
many tire options.

A tire marked A/T is
designed  for all-terrain use
and also performs well on the
highway. An all-terrain tread
has many independent blocks
separated by large grooves for
limited off-road traction.
Varied sizes and shapes of
tread blocks minimize high-
way noise. The A/T could be
compared to a tennis shoe:
comfortable and dependable
but only able to handle mildly
rugged conditions.

An A/T tire might offer
options that an off-road enthu-
siast would enjoy, but it is not
as aggressive as the max-trac-
tion tire, designated with an
M/T. These dutiful M/T sol-
diers easily handle muddy and
rocky surfaces frequented by
the serious adventurer. The
M/T tire is the "hiking boot" of
tires. Rugged tread elements
with large tread voids offer
excellent traction to handle the
most severe driving conditions.

An A/S denotes all-season
tires, which are dependable for
many road conditions. For
severe snow conditions, tires
with a mountain snowflake
pictograph and an M+S repre-
sent the industry's standard for
tires. Much like snow boots,
they are designed for wintry
conditions.

When selecting tires, don't
be intimidated by the choices.
Think of it as a chance to shop
for shoes - but for your automo-
bile. Search for comfort, style
and performance to suit your
personal driving habits.

Size up options by visiting
your local tire dealer or retail-
er.
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"WE WANT TO BE YOUR DEALERSHIP FOR LIFE" • "WE WANT TO BE YOUR DEALERSHIP FOR LIFE"

"WE WANT TO BE YOUR DEALERSHIP FOR LIFE" • "WE WANT TO BE YOUR DEALERSHIP FOR LIFE"

PONTIAC •  BUICK • GMC TRUCKS
1825  VETERANS PARKWAY • 985-3606

We offer a complete line of automotive services on all GM,
Ford and most other vehicles, including imports.

Mason Miller
Parts & Service Director
ASE Master Technician
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At
we are constantly striving to be

your

"Dealership for Life"

• FREE 10-POINT BRAKE INSPECTION

• A/C PERFORMANCE INSPECTION AND SERVICE.......................$39.95
• TRANS SERVICE W/FILTER REPLACEMENT..............................$79.95
• TIRE ROTATION AND ELECTRONIC BALANCE.........................$10.95
• COMPUTERIZED ALIGNMENT..................................................$34.95

(MOST VEHICLES)
MUST PRESENT COUPONCOUPON

COUPON

� All Major Brands of Tires

� Brakes, Shocks and Struts

� Major and Minor Transmission Repairs

� Fuel System, Injection Services

� Engine Repair and Performance

� And Much More

BUY ANY
SET OF TIRES

AND GET FREE
ROTATION FOR

LIFE
OF TIRES, EVERY

6,000
MILES

Dennis Boozer, Joey Kimbrel, Willie DeBruce, Wade Hall,
John Paul Duckworth, Glen Garner, Steve Anderson,

Chris Naquin and Alan Tillman, Parts Manager

Expires 6/30/04

®

GM

Goodwrench

WHAT A MESS!
Looks like someone needs the help of

the auto body pros. Trust our experience
to get your vehicle back in shape.

• 24 HOUR
   TOWING
   SERVICE

DAY OR NIGHT

985-6324
QUITMAN HWY.

INSURANCE ESTIMATES
ESTABLISHED 1948

58195ahM

PAINT SHOP INC

•  AUTOMOBILE
REPAIRING & PAINTING

FOREIGN
&

DOMESTIC

COX
AUTO PARTS INC.

Parts & Price$
We've Got the Best of Both

COMPLETE LINE
OF LATE

MODEL AUTO PARTS
~NEW & USED~

59042jm
M

3391 Sylvester Drive
Moultrie, Ga. 985-0310

MOULTRIE — Briggs Auto
Parts was opened in 1954 by
Garwood Briggs. He was later
joined by his sons, John and
Jeff Briggs.

Garwood and John passed
away in 2001.

Briggs Auto has seven
employees: Tommy Brown, 48
years; Stephanie Johnson, 24
years; Terry Sutton, 10 years;
Tony Howard, 10 years; Paul

Crawford, 1 year; Sherry
Briggs, four years; and Jeff
Briggs, 35 years.

“We all work hard to serve
our customers and provide
them with the quality parts
they expect at a competitive
price,” Briggs said.

The business offers NAPA
auto parts for car, truck and
truck wholesale, and it carries
hard-to-find parts.

Moultrie Observer photo
Cox Truck and Van has been in Moultrie 25 years. Located at 550 Industrial Road, the business is owned by Randy Cox, and Joey and Jason
Cox are managers. They specialize in 4x4-truck and SUV parts, including parts for trucks of one ton and medium duty, and they sell low-
mileage trucks and SUVs. Cox Truck and Van has recently expanded its showroom to increase inventory of after-market truck and SUV acces-
sories. They offer brush guards, toolboxes, nerf bars, Euro lights and wheels. The business has 14 employees.

COX TRUCK AND VAN

Briggs marks 50
years of service

Moultrie Observer photo
NAPA: Briggs Auto Parts, 324 N. Main St., has been serving Colquitt
County since 1954. 

How to select the right tires for your vehicle

News USA photo
SHOES FOR YOUR CAR: Finding the right tire is like finding the right
shoe, according to experts at Bridgestone-Firestone.

Things you should know
about auto insurance

Questions
If you have questions about
insurance, contact Georgia
Insurance Commissioner John
Oxendine’s office at 716 West
Tower, 2 Martin Luther King Jr.
Drive, Atlanta, Ga. 30334. Or
call toll free, 1-800-656-2298.



From News USA

True or false: You should
always warm up your car
before driving on a cold day.
False. Although most drivers
may consider this to be true,
it can actually cause damage
to vehicles if done continuous-
ly.

To shed some light on the
truth behind common automo-
tive beliefs, the service special-
ists at Chrysler, Jeep and
Dodge provide their car-care
expertise on a few important
topics:

Air conditioning
Belief: Do not blast your

vehicle's air conditioner when
sitting in traffic or while dri-
ving at more than 60 mph.

Reality: False. Vehicle heat-
ing, ventilation and air condi-
tioning systems are engineered
and tested to operate in even
the most severe types of dri-
ving environments.

Tire tread
Belief: You can check your

tire tread with a penny.
Reality: True. Simply pinch

a penny between your thumb
and forefinger so Lincoln's
head is showing. Insert the
penny into a tire-tread groove.
If the tire covers any part of
Lincoln's head, then your tires
should have a safe amount of
tread. Check several locations
on each tire to test for uneven
wear.

Gasoline
Belief: If you still have fuel

in your gas tank when you
refill it, use the same grade
that is currently in the tank.

Reality: False. It will not
harm your vehicle if you mix
different grades of unleaded
fuel.

Constant speed
Belief: Avoid keeping your

vehicle at a constant speed dur-

ing the first 500 miles of its
life.

Reality: Maybe. Most new
vehicles no longer require dri-
vers to vary their speeds dur-
ing the first 500 miles, known
as the "break-in period." If
your vehicle does require a
break-in period, varying your
speed by several miles per
hour should do the trick.

Premium fuel
Belief: Premium gasoline is

best for your vehicle.
Reality: Maybe. Most cars

are built to run on regular-
grade fuel, so using premium
fuel will not improve the car's
performance. In fact, using
premium fuel in a vehicle that
was not designed for it can
harm the vehicle's perfor-
mance and fuel efficiency.
Check your owner's manual for
recommended fuel grade.

Alignment
Belief: City dwellers dealing

with narrow streets should not
park with two wheels on the
curb; it will destroy the vehi-
cle's alignment.

Reality: True if done con-
tinuously. This practice can
cause excessive wear or stress
to tie rods and suspension
bushings.

Steering wheel
Belief: If the steering wheel

shakes when you drive, some-
thing is wrong with your
brakes.

Reality: Maybe. If the wheel
shakes as you depress the
brake pedal, it may mean your
brake rotors are unbalanced.
If the wheel shakes as you
drive, it may be a wheel
balance or steering-related
issue.
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SUNSET TIRE and
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
2431 South Main Street (Sunset Plaza)

Moultrie, Georgia • 891-3366
Tuesday - Saturday 7:30 am - 6:00 pm

58263jmM

ITS VACATION TIME

THANKS,
FOR MAKING OUR 10 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY POSSIBLE.

EXPIRES
NEVER

for passenger cars

All-Season Radial

$2999
P155/80R13

Whitewall
P175/80R13
P185/80R13
P185/75R14

P195/75R14
P215/75R15
P235/75R15

$34.95
$36.95
$39.95

$41.95
$46.95
$49.95

*Blackwall. Call for other sizes.

229-985-8200
Robert Hutson
Paint and Body
Quitman Hwy., Moultrie, Ga.

59721jm
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Collision Repair
Frame Straightening
Domestic & Foreign
Unibody Repair
Color Matching
Insurance Work
Written Guarantees

Free
Estimates

We sell sports cars, conversion vans & trucks

5
9

6
6

9
g

a
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Cars & Trucks Unlimited
Buy Here - Pay Here!

The Car Store of Moultrie is now

Cars & Trucks Unlimited
Buy Here - Pay Here

• No Drivers License Needed!
• Financing Available!

We have gladly served the Hispanic
community going on 5 years.

We stand behind what we sell.

985-5100

 We also own Car Parts Unlimited,
400 salvage cars. We sell parts, motors

transmissions tires & batteries.

28 Industrial Drive  •  Moultrie, Georgia  •  985-5100

COX TRUCK & VAN PARTS
Specializing in late-model, low-mileage

truck & SUV parts and sales!

550 Industrial Road (229) 985-1051
Moultrie, Georgia 1-800-476-1051

58339jm
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ENGINES,
TRANSMISSIONS,

AND DIFFERENTIALS
INCLUDES 3-MONTH WARRANTY ON

PARTS AND LABOR, WITH INSTALLATION

DIESEL ENGINES
VARIOUS SIZES
LOW MILEAGE

COMPLETE ENGINES

ALL PART
PURCHASES

INCLUDES 3-MONTH
WARRANTY GUARANTEE

FROM DATE OF PURCHASE

DIRECTIONS:
TAKE HWY. 37 EAST OUT OF

MOULTRIE, PROCEED THROUGH
CAUTION LIGHT AND LOOK FOR

SIGN ON THE RIGHT.

Brush Guards • Tool Boxes • Nerf Bars
• Euro Lights • Wheels

58337jmM

WE SELL WHOLESALE
TRUCK - CAR - TRACTOR

AUTO PARTS

BRIGGS
AUTO PARTS, INC.

324 North Main Street • Moultrie
985-3197

57702ahM

WE ALSO CARRY
HARD TO FIND PARTS!

Our prices
sound great!

Layaway available.

Car Tunes
MOBILE AUDIO AND CELLULAR

1818-1st Ave., S.E. • Moultrie

985-8444

Receive a

FREE
Kit and Harness
with purchase of

AM/FM CD

or

AM/FM Cassette

with installation.

Must present coupon.
Offer good on most vehicles.

57445sm
M

Moultrie Observer photo
Established in 1948, Blanton Auto Paint and Body Shop Inc., 1518 First Ave. S.E., is celebrating 56 years of
service to the community. J.L. (Fussy) Blanton is president, and Billy E. Bivins is vice president and manag-
er, and this year they welcome to their office staff Billy Boyd, assistant. The company is an auto paint and
body shop with wrecker service, including both light- and heavy-duty wreckers. Service is available 24
hours a day, seven days a week. It’s an independent business with a hometown reputation.

BLANTON AUTO PAINT AND BODY SHOP

EDWARDS MOTORS

Amzie Cooper/The Moultrie Observer
Located at 1825 Veterans Parkway in Moultrie, Edwards Motors offers
a wide selection of new Pontiac, Buick and GMC trucks. They also offer
a huge selection of pre-owned trucks and sport utility vehicles. Locally
owned and operated by Bill and Wayne Edwards, the dealership lives
by the motto ‘We want to be your dealership for life.’ Along with the
sales department, they offer a GM Goodwrench Plus full automotive
service department. Managed by Mason Miller, ASE certified techni-
cian, the service department offers all major brands of tires, major and
minor transmission repairs, fuel system and injection services and
much more. They service most vehicles, including GM, Ford and many
imports.

MCKEE’S MASTER MUFFLER CENTER

Amzie Cooper/The Moultrie Observer
Located at 10 Fifth St. S.E., McKee’s Master Muffler Center was established in 1982. it is a family-owned
and -operated automotive service repair center. Owned by brothers Darrel and Glen McKee and operated
by Tim McKee, McKee’s Master Muffler Center has two ASE-certified technicians on site to assist with all
your repair needs. McKee’s offers transmission service, custom pipe bending, stock mufflers, catalytic
converters, shocks, front-end parts and more. They offer a two-year, 24,000-mile warranty on all parts. In
addition to automotive repairs, they also offer complete auto detailing.

Learn the truth behind common car-care beliefs



From News USA

With continued uncertainty
overseas, the old-fashioned auto
vacation is bound to be popular
once again this summer.

Nowadays, sport utility vehi-
cles and big pickups have
replaced the wood-paneled sta-
tion wagon, but some things
remain the same. Good advance
planning can make your trip
smoother and more enjoyable.

These preparations should
include vehicle maintenance.
The experts at the National
Institute for Automotive Service
Excellence offer the following
tips on getting your vehicle
ready for summer:

• Read the owner's manual
and follow the recommended
service schedules.

• Flush and refill the cooling
system according to the service
manual's recommendations.
The level, condition and concen-
tration of the coolant should be
checked periodically. Let the
engine cool down before remov-
ing the radiator cap.

• Have drivability problems,
including hard starts, rough
idling and stalling, corrected.

• If you are not a do-it-your-
selfer, look for repair facilities
that employ ASE-certified auto-
motive technicians.

• The tightness and condition
of belts, clamps and hoses
should be checked by a qualified
auto technician.

• Have a marginally operat-
ing air-conditioning system ser-
viced by a qualified technician.

• Change the oil and oil filter
as specified in the owner's man-
ual. Properly dispose of used
oil.

• Replace other filters, like
the air and fuel filters, as recom-
mended.

• Check the condition of all
tires, including the spare. Let
tires "cool down" before check-
ing air pressure.

• Inspect all lights and bulbs;
replace burned out bulbs.

• Replace worn wiper blades,
and keep plenty of washer sol-
vent on hand to fight summer's
dust and insects.

For a free brochure with
summertime automotive tips,
send a self-addressed, stamped,
long envelope to: ASE Summer
Brochure, Department NU-104,
101 Blue Seal Drive, S.E., Suite
101, Leesburg, VA 20175, or visit
www.ase.com for more informa-
tion. ASE was founded in 1972
as a nonprofit, independent
organization dedicated to
improving the quality of auto-
motive service and repair
through the voluntary testing
and certification of automotive
technicians. ASE-certified tech-
nicians wear blue and white
ASE shoulder insignia and
carry credentials listing their
exact areas of certification.

MOULTRIE — When it’s
vacation time, the best insur-
ance you can have on your car
is good tires and brakes.

Sunset Tire and Automotive
in the Sunset Plaza invites you
in for an inspection of your
tires and brakes before you hit
the road for a long trip.

They have the largest selec-
tion of tires and wheels to
choose from.

Also, graduation time is
around the corner. Sunset
Tire can style your son’s or
daughter’s truck or car with
some of the newst styles of cus-
tom wheels — or maybe perk

up the sound with dual
exhaust.

Whatever your needs,
they’re ready to give you a
quote.

“Thanks again for making
our 10 year anniversary possi-
ble,” says owner Lewis
Woodward.
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•Preventive Maintenance
•Brakes
•Rear Axle Service
•Major & Minor Engine Repair
•Major & Minor Transmission Repair

•Tune Ups
•Tranaxles
•2 & 4 Wheel Alignment
•Computer Tire Balancing
•Wrecker Service

•A/C Service •Electrical •Suspension

We Strive For Customer Satisfaction. We Service
All Ford, Chrysler, GM & Most Imports.

SERVICE
Ford 985-3796

Chrysler 985-5937

FORD - LINCOLN - MERCURY - CHRYSLER - DODGE - JEEP

SERVICE DEPARTMENT

Service Department Hours:
Monday through Friday 8:00-5:30

PARTS:
Ford 985-3795

Chrysler 985-3298

59719sm
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TIRE SALE!TIRE SALE!
We Feature all Major Brands

GoodYear, General, Michelin, BF Goodrich,
El Dorado and more.

Competitive pricing with quality you can trust.

"Ask Us About Our
"Vibration Control Tire Balancer"

We're More than Mufflers...
We now offer all auto repairs—Major and Minor

10 Fifth Street, Southeast
Moultrie, Georgia 31768 229-985-0137

MCKEE'S MASTER MUFFLER
AND AUTO CENTER

Serving you for
over 20 years!

• Complete Line of Exhaust

• Custom Pipe Bending

• Stock Mufflers, Starting at $42.95 Installed

• Turbo & Flow Master in Stock

• Dual Exhaust

• Catalytic Converters in Stock

• Brake & Front End Specialist

• ASE - Certified Mechanic

• C-V Axles

• Front End Parts

• Shocks (Gas) & Air Shocks

• Air Condition Repair

• Major Tune-up Work

• Rebuild Transmission

• Replace Clutch Pads

Oil Filter

and Lube

$24.95

Transmission

Service

$42.95

Auto Detailing
Complete Wash & Vacuum

$15.00

59722jm
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SIMPSON AND KENT GARAGE
1320-1st Street, N.E.

985-5509 or 985-1709

• AIR CONDITIONING • TIMING BELTS
• TUNE-UPS  • CV AXLES • ENGINES

• BRAKES • CLUTCHES
• WATER PUMPS • CARBURETORS

"Serving Colquitt County Since 1967"

Wondering If You're
Paying Too Much For

Auto Repairs?
See us for fair prices
and top-quality service

every time on all your
repair needs.

58713ahM

Cox Auto traces history to 1977
MOULTRIE — Moultrie brothers J.C. Cox

and Randy Cox launched their auto parts busi-
ness in 1977 by working at first part-time, farm-
ing during the day and pulling parts at night.

Twenty-seven years later, Cox Auto Parts
covers the southwest Georgia region.

Located at 3391 Sylvester Drive, where it has

been the last 17 years, the business now
employs 21 people. The business specializes in
used auto parts and sells to other salvage yards,
garages and individuals throughout the area.

The brothers are natives of Colquitt
County and graduated from the county school
system.

Moultrie Observer photo
27 AND GOING STRONG: Cox Auto Parts, 3391 Sylvester Drive, was started by Moultrians J.C. & Randy
Cox 27 years ago.

Moultrie Observer photo
PLENTY TO CHOOSE FROM: Lewis Woodward displays a set of chrome wheels at Sunset Tire Automotive,
2431 S. Main St. 

Sunset celebrates 10 years

Get your car ready for a summer trip

News USA photo
SAFETY CONCERNS: Women are driving alone more and more according to the U.S. Department of
Transportation. In spite of that, many worry about their safety on the road.

Stay safe when driving alone
From News USA

Whether it's the daily commute to the office,
picking the kids up from school or just a quick
trip to the grocery store, women are on the road
alone - or with their children - a lot more these
days. In fact, female drivers increased by nearly
40 percent from 1980 to 2000, according to the
U.S. Department of Transportation.

And while they may be logging more miles
than ever, a recent survey by OnStar, a provider
of in-vehicle safety and security services,
reveals that nearly a third of women admit to
feeling unsafe while driving alone. The majority
of women drivers surveyed also said they
worry more about getting into an accident or
getting lost while traveling alone with their
children than they do about running out of gas
or experiencing engine troubles.

OnStar uses wireless technology and Global
Positioning System technology to link the car
and driver to a call center where advisers are
available  24 hours a day, seven days a week to
provide real-time assistance. OnStar services
include automatic air bag notification, stolen
vehicle location, emergency services, roadside

assistance, remote vehicle diagnostics, remote
door unlock, routing assistance, point-of-inter-
est location and online concierge.

While its in-vehicle service is an effective
means for ensuring peace of mind for women
traveling alone by car, OnStar offers the follow-
ing easy-to-implement tips:

• Keep an eye on the weather. Unexpected
storms can wreak havoc on local roads as well
as highways. Always get a weather update
before leaving the house, even if you're just
going out to run a few errands.

• Make sure your spare tire is in good condi-
tion and filled to the proper pressure.

• Outfit your car with a first aid kit; be sure
to replenish supplies on a regular basis.

• Put together an emergency kit that
includes a flashlight, flares, road atlas, bottled
water, energy bars and blanket.

• It may not always be safe to reach for a cell
phone while behind the wheel. A hands-free,
voice-activated phone is a better and safer alter-
native.

• Make a plan. Talk to your children about
what to do and who to call in an emergency.

For more information, visit www.onstar.com.

For more car-care tips, see ‘Be Car Care Aware’
sponsored every Friday by local businesses

in The Moultrie Observer


